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BELIEVERS BAPTISM BECAUSE

"Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost:"  (Matt. 28.19)

The purpose of this booklet is to look at baptism in the light 
of God's Word,  and as clearly as possible to set out its 
meaning and purpose, whilst comparing it to man's 
tradition. (Mark 7. 9 & 13)

DEFINITION:

The words baptized and baptism, in English, do not 
accurately convey the full meaning of the New Testament 
Greek text. 

In Greek, these words appear as (baptize) baptize (baptized) 
* and (baptized) baptized (baptism). *

They literally mean to immerse or submerge.  The Concise 
Oxford English Dictionary defines the meaning of these 
words as: to... "cause (person) to be entirely below surface of 
water" and "place below water". 

The idea of dipping, head wetting or sprinkling does not, 
therefore, appear to be true to the definition of baptizo 
(baptise).

* For a full explanation of the original Greek words, please refer to Vine's Expository Dictionary of 
Old and New Testament Words, Strongs Dictionary or the Lexicon to the Old and New Testaments, 
edited by Spiros Zodhiates, TH.D *
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A COMMAND:

The scriptures indicate that baptism is a New Testament 
commandment, instituted by Jesus Christ. 

It was:  
-  practised by John the Baptist; 
   (Matt 3. 5 - 12, Jn 3. 23 & Acts 13. 24, 19. 4)

-  given Jesus' blessing, because he submitted to it himself;  
   (Matt 3.13 - 15; Mk 1. 9 & Luke 3.21)

-  adopted by Jesus;
   (Jn 3.22, 4.1-2)

-  part of the great commission, given by Jesus and 
   appointed as an ordinance of the Christian   
   Church;   (Matt 28.19; Mk 16.15-16)

In Acts 10. 47 & 48 the apostle Peter speaks and commands 
the necessity of baptism for all repentant believers.

BUT WHAT IS BAPTISM?

It is a symbol, an outward sign that the baptized person 
has:

a)  been baptized into Jesus' death, burial and resurrection;     

"Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into 
Jesus Christ were baptized into his death?    
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory 
of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of 
life."   (Rom 6. 3 - 4)
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"Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with 
him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath 
raised him from the dead." (Col 2.12)

As we go down into the waters, we are DYING to self. Our 
BURIAL takes place whilst we are fully immersed under the 
water. As we come up out of the water, we experience 
RESURRECTION in Christ.

b)  put on Jesus Christ;

"For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ." (Gal 3.27)

c)  had their sins remitted.  That is, paid for and forgiven;

"John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism 
of  repentance for the remission of sins"         (Mk 1.4)

Titus 3.5 also informs us that we can expect a miracle of 
regeneration, which means to be made new or spiritually 
'born again'.

"Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but 
according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of 
regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;" (Titus 3.5)

Baptism, therefore, is not only a symbol but also a miracle.  

By going through the water, we are publicly declaring our 
faith in Jesus as our Lord and making a vital commitment to 
live a set aside life.
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If we choose not to be baptized, it is like setting out our 
last will and testament  and then not signing it!

We have made a declaration but have not ratified it.  That 
has not made it binding.  ‘Other faiths’ understand this 
aspect of baptism, for in their countries a new believer has 
little trouble with ‘other faiths’ until he is publicly baptized.  
It is then, that they know he means business, and then the 
persecution starts.

WHO CAN BE BAPTIZED?

The following scriptures indicate that Belief, Confession and 
Repentance are requirements of baptism:

"Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." 
(Acts 2. 38)

"And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins."   
(Matt 3.6)

"He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he 
that believeth not shall be damned."  (Mark 16.16)

"But when they believed Philip preaching the things 
concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus 
Christ, they were baptized, both men and women."  
(Acts 8.12)
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"Can any man forbid water, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?  
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 
Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days." (Acts 10. 
47 & 48)

Baptism is, therefore, for all who believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and who confess and repent of their sin.  

Confession is when we openly acknowledge and admit our 
sin.  

Repentance is when we resolve, before God, not to continue 
to sin and turn away from it.

It also follows that you cannot express these things on 
behalf of someone else. It's a personal thing!  This, 
therefore, rules out the practice of infant baptism, where 
very well meaning parents make statements and promises 
on behalf of their little loved ones.  

It should also be pointed out, that as an infant,  Jesus was 
dedicated in the temple by Mary and Joseph.  But it was not 
until he was thirty years old that he allowed himself to be 
baptized by John the Baptist.

In fact neither infant baptism nor later confirmation appear 
to have any firm precedent, by command or example, in 
scripture.
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BAPTISM IS NOT TO BE PUT OFF, IT'S URGENT!

Scripture indicates that the act of baptism is an urgent 
requirement.  The Ethiopian was baptized immediately they 
came across water in a desert place...

“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain 
water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth 
hinder me to be baptized?
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou 
mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God.
And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went 
down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and 
he baptized him.”   [Acts 8.36 - 38]

Lydia was baptized as soon as her heart was opened, along 
with her whole household...

“And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 
city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose 
heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul.
And when she was baptized, and her household, she 
besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to 
the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she 
constrained us.” [Acts 16.14 -15]
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Saul, who became Paul, had his eyesight miraculously 
restored and was baptized straight away...

“And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and 
putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even 
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, 
hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost.
And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been 
scales: and he received sight forthwith, and arose, and was 
baptized.” (Acts 9.17-18)

It was so urgent for the Philippian jailer that he, and all that 
were in his house, were baptized in the middle of the night!

“And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and 
seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and 
would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had 
been fled.
But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: 
for we are all here.
Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came 
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,
And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?
And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved, and thy house.
And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all 
that were in his house.
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed 
their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.”   
(Acts 16. 27 - 33)
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A prayer of commitment is not enough...  Infant sprinkling 
coupled with confirmation is not enough.  There are no 
references to these rituals in the Bible.

A scripture of particular relevance in this instance is 
Luke 7. 28 - 30...

“For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women 
there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he 
that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.                                                                                                      
And all the people that heard him, and the publicans, 
justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John.
But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized of him.”
(Luke 7.28-30)

Jesus himself, also urges us not to reject the counsel of God 
through the tradition of Man...

“And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the 
commandment of God, that ye may keep    
your own tradition...”  (Mark 7.9)

“Making the word of God of none effect through your 
tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like 
things do ye.”  (Mark 7.13)
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A SECOND WATER BAPTISM?

Is it scripturally correct to baptise somebody a second time?  

To answer this question, let us look at Acts 19:1 - 8...

“And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 
having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: 
and finding certain disciples,
He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye 
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as 
heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.
And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? 
And they said, Unto John's baptism.
Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe 
on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.
When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of 
the Lord Jesus.
And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy 
Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and 
prophesied.
And all the men were about twelve.
And he went into the synagogue, and spake boldly for the 
space of three months, disputing and persuading the things 
concerning the kingdom of God.  (Acts 19.1 - 8)

Does this mean that John's baptism was not sufficient?  

John's baptism 'unto repentance', was 'of God' and therefore 
perfect.  Apollos was not re-baptized neither were the 
twelve apostles, nor was Jesus.  
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These twelve disciples, at Ephesus, were grossly ignorant 
of the meaning of John's baptism, as regards repentance, 
the Messiahship of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  So Paul had 
them baptized again.  This is not so much a second 
baptism but rather a proper baptism in the name of, or on 
the authority of the Lord Jesus Christ.

This is the only example of re-baptism in the Bible but it 
clearly shows that if a baptism is somehow imperfect, from 
an ignorance of God's Word or Jesus' will, it is not wrong 
to correct by more perfect obedience.

IN THE NAME OF THE LORD

The act of baptism is an affirmation of Exodus 20. 24, 
which reads...  "in all places where I record my name I will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee." (Exodus 20.24)

There are many places in Scripture that confirm that the 
Father, the Word (Jesus), and the Holy Ghost, are one.  
"For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one." (1 
John 5. 7)

In His great commission (Matt 28.18 - 20) Jesus pointedly 
says that we should be baptized “in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost”. The word 
‘name’ is singular not plural. Therefore, the final name of 
God is... The Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

It is fitting therefore that we should adhere to His 
injunction. At baptism, God's name is recorded in us and 
He comes to us and blesses us in fulfilment of His Word.
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IN CONCLUSION

Believers baptism then, is the act of putting our signature 
to the fact that we have heard and believed the basic gospel 
message.  We are declaring that we have turned away from 
the old and sinful past and can now answer God with a clear 
conscience.

It is a seal that shows we mean business with God and it 
fulfils the great commission.  It is a miracle of regeneration, 
as we are made new and are spiritually born again.

Believers baptism is also an act of obedience.  It does not 
call for any special river or place, even the bath will do.   We 
just need water!  (Acts 8. 36 - 38)

Failure to be baptized is sometimes due to lack of 
knowledge of God's Word. Hosea 4:6 tells us "My people are 
destroyed for lack of knowledge."

We trust this booklet will prompt you to examine God's 
Word for yourself and to check out all that it says regarding 
obedience in baptism.

All that remains for you to do, if you have not already done 
so, is to “Wash you, make you clean” (Isaiah 1:16).  Choose 
to be  obedient and you  “shall eat the good of the land”
(Isaiah 1:19).  Your obedience will be rewarded and you will 
not miss out on God's blessing and the victorious 
overcoming life He has for you.
    
"And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized,"              
(Acts 22.16)
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DO YOU KNOW JESUS AND DO YOU HAVE THE ASSURANCE 
OF SALVATION?

If you are in any way unsure -  PRAY THIS PRAYER NOW.

Father God, I acknowledge my sin before You and truly 
repent.  I ask now for your forgiveness, believing that Jesus 
Christ went to the Cross for me, shedding his precious 
blood to save me from sin, sickness and death.  I now 
receive my salvation as I acknowledge the Lord Jesus Christ 
as my Saviour.  Amen. 

If you have prayed this prayer, do find a local church and tell 
the Pastor you have just given the Lord your heart. 
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